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1. A Letter to Dr John Wrighe, F.Col. Phy{. Lond.
to Mr Wm Cowper, F.R.'S. concerning the Cure
of an Apoftemation of the Lungs.

S IR,

Ccording to your defire, I fend you the Cafe of Mrs.

("N Fane Terry, Nieceto Mt Fowkes in Curfitors-Ally, near
Lincolns-Innand thank you for your affiftarce in her Care,
to which your extraordinary skill in your Profeflion very
much contributed. I doubt not but an aceount of her, from
the firlt time I was concerned with her, will be acceptable
to you. I knew her fome time before the fell ill of the Small
Pox, which was in May 1701. She was about 18 years old,
of a freth Complexion, and pretty flethy. Her Relations
apprchending fhe might have the Small Pox, removed her
to. a Nurfes Houfe, where fhe had the diftin& fort very
Xindly, her Cafe proceeded {o very well (as they conceived)
that no Phyfician was called to her, till they-began to fhell,
only for {fome days before fhe had a little difficulty in her
breathing, which gradually increafed till fhe began to raife
Blood, which was about the 7th day from their firt-ap-
pearing. This raifing of Blood was accompanied with thefe
circumitances 5 it had increas’d every day, for 3 days before
1 {aw her, the cough’d and brought up a Vifcous Phlegm,
fuch as our Patients Vomit when their Stomachs are very
foul ; only, as meer Phelgm is white, this was all of it as
red as Blood, it was not {treak’d with:Blood, or had a mix-
ture of white Phlegm with it, but was {o deeply colourd,
that it feem’d to be all Blood, only it would not flow as
Bloed.
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Blood does whilll it is hot 3 nor did it coagulzte 23 Blood
dces wizen it iscold, but hung frot the Bafens when it was
»our'd out, as Vomited Phiegm docsy and in ihis it differ’d
from all the Bloody Expettorations I have feen, excepting
Mr Jonesat Myn Heer Meyflers’s in Keufingtor,who Cougli'd
the fame Bloody colour'd Pituita, but 1n much lefs quantity,
for Mrs. Terry rais'd above a. Pint in 24 hours, for fome
days, and tho a lefs yet a confiderable quantity afterwards g
Mrs Terry's afforded a very ftrong fmell, but Mt Jowes’s had
no Odour. After fome weeks (he recover'd, regain’d her
Flefh, which was wafted in her illnefs s the Menfcs return’d,
and fhe continued very well from Fu/y till near Chriflizas.

In Fanuary 1 was carried tofee her at Mr Wooleflor’s, tic
Queens-head Tavern at Queen-hithe, and (he gave this ac-
count of her felf.

That about 3 wecks before Chriffmas fhe perccivid her
{elf a little fhort breatiyd, which increas’d daily, with a
fullnefs and weight in her Left fide, that fhe lay well on
the Left fide, but when fhe turnd to lye on her Right, fhe
felt as if a weight fell from the Left to the Right fide,which
gave her a fhormefs of Breath and made her Cough : Thus
it continued increafing till. Chrifimas, when fhe began to
raife a confiderable quantity of ftrong ftinking Pus ; fhe {aid
fhe eat her Victuals well enough all thistime, and was not
Feverith. At firft fhe was under the care of another Phy
ficiaz, who told her Relations when they defired his judg.
ment of the Difeafe, and its event, That it was an Ulcer
her Lungs, and he believ'd incurable, upon which they again
committed her to my care, When I faw her, which wasto
wards the middle of Fawuary 1701, (he raifed a confidera-
ble quantity, and often of {tinking offenfive Pus, which was
as fluid as che Pus of other parts 5 her Fleth was a little a-
bated, but fhe.was at no time Feverifh, e cat and epr
preeey well, and had the Catamenia duly. T prefcribed {ueir
Medicires, as abated that Purulent ExpeCroration: {everal:
times, and {he often gave me hopes of her Recovery, fhe
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continuing to have the Mienfce regularly, and !\mw Tl free
from - an Hcéﬂck, bur tpon evory lurde Culo - e again
raifed that tetid Pus m a confliders! Je quurivy, - She s ge-
nerally continued pretty free from o, ghivg 1everal hours
rogether, till {be percerv’d folbething of fraf{rzefé in.her
Breaft, which would oblige her to Coucr 1, ahd after fhe
had cnce began to raife fhe could not ceafe,” till fhe had
brought up ¢ ewo Spoonfuls or more of thae fetid Pus. This
‘hf* c id chiefly in ‘the Morning, Afternoon and at Night s
id apprehend fhe had an abfcefs in che Left Lobe of her
¥ rmfvs and made herlye vpon the Bed,with her head reach-
ing to the Chamber Floor, leaning upon herLeft Arm. In
ﬂub polture fhe could at any time, qu' little Cough, fet
che Pus a running out of her Moath, as you have feen fe-
veral times, till the whoie whics was thétein contain'd was
di fcna;rt7 d.

Tnen fhe would get up,and fzem o be as well as another
perfon, till it was almof: fil'd d agnin, In the beginning of
My 1aft, thofc Exccllent f)by{'cxm Dr Torleffe and Dr
Pists favourd me with their kind affiftance. They faw
her Iye in the poltore T have defcrib'd, and faw more than 2
froonfuls of f’rmkmg Pus or Cormptxon run out of her
Mouth, aftcr alittle Coughing, This made it {o apparent
*hat there was an Ulcer in her Lungs, thatthey im~ediate-
ly approv'd of swhat I had betorc propoﬁd to her and her
Relations, of the neceflity of making an Apertition in her
fide, where we conld apprehend the Lv’nds grew to'it  for
thut ﬁem d ung Je(’cxon'zog,,ﬂ'om the pﬁ(h,rc of difcharging
it 5 and' fome litele pain (i (he fele in her fide.  The great o=
mn,on her Rclations juftly entertain'd of thefe Gentle-
men, being not only Men of great Learning, pa rtxcular.y
in their own Profeflion, but “alfo of many years Pra
ctice, Dr Torlefé having been almoft 3o years fince,
chofen Pu}mm 1°to St Thomas's Hofpital, and Dr Pitts
to St Bartholomews f{everal years ago, made them rea-
dily confent to what was propofed and defire your
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afliftance, being no Strangers o your great Ability Loth ia
Anatomy and Surgery: About a weck before, the Pos
had begun again to cncrcafe, and the day before theft
Gentlemen faw her fhe was taken in the aficrnoon with a
chilne(s, after which her Pulfe became a little quicker, and
fhe a little Feverifh, as I believe you remember fhe was,
when you applied the Cauftick 5 this Feverifh (tate encreafed
every day,and after fome days a Rath appcar'd,which lafted
about 14 days before it was quite got off, and left
her in a Hettick, with rednefsin her Cheeks towards even-
ing, Night Sweats, continual Loofcnefs, extreme wafting of
her Flefh, and at length a {welling in her Legs, though fhe
kept her Bed. [doubt not but you remember that we felt fome
little knots betwixt the feventh and cighth Rib, which
with other circumftances made us conclude the adhcfion
was in that part, and would have laid the Cauftick there,
but that it would certainly have fpread to the Glands of her
Lcft Breaft, which made us lay it between the fixth and
{eventh Rib, (furfum numerando’) 5 As (oon as you could you
took it off, and with your Knifc 1%(:ntly pafs’d through into
the Cavity of her Breaft,whence iflucd a BloodyifhWater,bur
no Pus 5 by bending your Probe you found the adhefion
rcach to the lower cdge of the yth Rib, and before the
Efchar was {cparated, the Pus began to flow at every dref-
fing, and fo continued, gradually abating, tillthe Ulcer
was cured 3 during which a partof the infide of that Rib,
above an inch Jong cxfoliated, and after that another leffer
picce of the outfide of the Rib. Towards the lattcr end of
the Cure, fhe complained very much of a pain at the Car-
tilago Enfiformis, fo grcat that fhe fomctimes pluck’d out
the hollow Tent, which we conceiv’d was occafioned by its
prefling upou the Nerve, during the firt 7 or 8 days ot her
Rafh, fhe raisd very little, if any, of that Pus, nor did ir
difcharge its felf then by the Orifice, nor was there 2 col-
lection of it in her Breaft, which made me apprchend, that
the Fever did fo alter the ftate of her Blood, as not to per-
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mit it, to fcparate its impurities into the Abfcefs. 1 muft
obferve to you,that for fix days before the Fever began, fhe
had the Cartemenia very orderly 5 by Augu(t the was cured,
her fide heal’d up, and would not endure it to be converted
into an 1flue 3 by Ocfober the recovered her Fleth, and the
Catamenig return'd, which had been wanting ever fince
May, and now, as you lately faw her, fhe is plump, flefhy,
tlcar and freth Complexioned, haslittle or no Cough, and
no foctid or tabid cxpetoration, and feems, and I believe is
perfectly cured, bhaving for many months taken no Medi-
cine.

There are feveral circumftances in this Cafe, which I ean-
not forbear making {ome remarks on.

That there was an Ulcer in the Lungs, and that it has
admitted of a Cure, contrary to the general opinion of Phy-
ficians. That this Ulcer did contain atleaft 2 {poonfuls, and
muft have been as large as a Hens Egg.  That this Abfcefs
aroft from a colleGtion,with an indifcenable (if any) Fever,
and {o continued from Chriftmas to about the 10th of Mz,
The tender Membranous or Veficulary compofition of the
Lungs {cemto juftifie this opinion,that it is almoft impoffible
tor them to heal, whenthere isa confiderable diminution of
them, the continual and indifpenfable neceflity of their mo-
tion, very much hindring the coalition of the Vefcule.

Scveral parts of the Body afford a proper cement to unite
and repair them, when hurt or diminifh'd. Carious and
broken Bones fend forth a Callus 5 when the Skin is cons=
fum’d by Ulcers or Burns the parts afford a Cicatrix, which
pretty well fupplies the defet of the Skin. Tha Lungs
{cparate a vilcid Pituita, which will be expanded into
£lcaks like a- Membranc 5 Mr Stringer, Sarah Deeping and
fomc other Patients have brought up great quantities of
them, and a little Boy at Mr Tolley's in Kenfingtorn, Cough’d
up fcveral Pipes, form'd exaltly like the Broachia, and its
divarications, and at firft view feem’d to be theinternal
Mcmbrane. Mr Brfiere mentions this inftance in the Puilo-
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fophical Tranfaltions, April 1700. His haftc would not per-
mit him to obferve the €afe fo exactly as it deferv'd : this
Child two years before, had an Ulcer in the Right fide of
his Lungs, and they adhered to his Back, when I fcparated
them [ tound a Cicatrix ncar three inches long, but very
little (if any)defect in his Lungs,] am of opinion this Pituita
or Mucus doth ferve to re-unite the parts of the Lungswhen
there is 4 folution by an Ulcer.

Confumptive Perfons generally flatter themf(clves, that
they have no Uleer in their Lungs, becaufe they do not feel
a forenefs, as in the Ulcers of other parts. This opinion
keeps them from making a timely application to Phyficians,
whil(t they might recieve a {peedy and cafic Cure. When
you touch’d the Sound or Ulcerated parts of her Lungs with
your Probc or Finger, fhe difcovered no fenfe of feeling
you, which may confirm the opinion of Phyficians and
Anatomifts, that the Lungs have little if any fenfation.
When you touch’d her Heart with your Finger, tho I be-
lieve for not the twentieth part of a minute, fhe grew very
much difordered, pale and ready to faint, which thows
Nature cannot fuff:r the lcalt alteration in its pulfation, with-
out great prejudice and inconveniency.

It is the opinion of fome Phyficians,that the Fever which
attends Confumptive Patients, arifes from {omeé Particles of
the Pus, which being recciv'd into the Blood, and circula-
ting with it, caufc that cffervefcence which we call an
Hedtick.  This Patient had no Fever from Chriftoeasto May,
and then unhappily camc a continued Fever, with a Rafh,
which left a Febricitation every afternoon, with thofe
fymptoms which attend 2 Hedkick.

1 have obferved for many years, that if T could preferve
my Confumptive Patients from that Heltick Fever, or re-
lieved them who already labour'd under it, T could cure
them, tho their expectoration was very plentiful and foul.
1 doubt not, but if fome of our faculty applied themclves
more particularly to the cure of Confumptions, fo many
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thoufands would not .dye of it yearly in this Gity, as ap-
pears by the Bills of Mortality.

1 do not doubt but fome part of her Lungs do adhere to
her fide, and it’s probable a little part of them do not re-
ceive the Air ininfpiration, bat I belicve that defe& is very
inconfiderable, becanie the can run up Stairs, and is no more
diterdered in her Breath than molt other People,

The cafy difcharge of the Pus, by her lying down in
ihat pofture, did undouptedly very much preferve her Lungs,
and prevented its breaking through the Abfeefs, into the
Cavity of her Brealt, and putrifying her Lungs to a greater
degree. Pwr, gencrat Pas is a noted Aphorifm, and the Air
Bladders of the Lungs are {o very tender, that they muft
have yielded to the prellurc of the Pus, had it lain long in
the Abfeefs, and been only difcharg'd by violent Coughings
by lying in a proper pofturcs Sir Tho. Proby, Sarab Deeping,
and other perfons have prevensed a greater folution in their
Luangs, and cither prolongd their Lives many ycars, or re-
covered their Healths by proper Medicines.

Tius aud other inftances, make me eafily concur with
tom: Phyficians in an Opinion, that in fome Families the
F.ungs have originally a more tender Conttitution than in
others.  Mrs Zerry’s Aunts are {ubijett to great Coughs and
Ptyfick. Her Aunt Fowkes little Daaghter of about 7 years
old, having a little Fever, with fome fymptoms of the Small
Pox, but a great difliculty in Breathing, Iadvifed her Bleed-
ing at the Arm, but (he was fo fat you could notfind a Vein
that night 5 ncxt day thc Small Pox appear’d, which a littlc
cas'd her Lungs, upon the fixth night after, fhe raisd at
feveral times about 7 or 8 Ounces of clear Blood,by violent
Coughing : I was fent for, and drew away about 6 Ounces
of Blood by Leeches, which totally rcliev’d her Breath, and
fropp’d the raifing Blood.  This inftance I mention being {o
like Mrs Terry's, to confirm what I faid beforc, and to e-
vince that {o great lofs of Blood will not hinder the re-
guiar proceeding of she Small-Pox, which fhe went through

very
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very orderly, and recovered perfedily. ¥ have obfev’d the
fame cffcct in othor Patients, in whom Bleeding alter crup-
tion was indifpenfabie,

The continual merion of the Breaft 1o Breathing, wnade
the Cauftick fpread farther than it was defign’d, or could
be prevented 5 1 have prevail'd with fome Patients to yield
to an apertion by Launcet, which [ take (in fome Cafes) to
be the better way 5 that little Blood which may poflibly
gct into the Cavity of the Breaft, is cafily thrown out
again by the Lungs in infpiration, as you may remembocer
fhe did the injeCtion cvery time you ufed it.

You cannot forget how after the Pws began to flow at
the Orifice, it leflen’d the raifing it at her Mouth, and in no
long time, the Purulent Expedteration totally ceas'd.

SIR,

This Letter alrcady excceds its proper bounds, there-
forc I will omit fome other remarks of lefs confequence,
2iz. on the Bloody Colour’d Pituita, the Fetid Odor of the
Pus, and the Rafh Fever which came without any mani-
feft caufe, and only Subfcribc my felf,

Your mofp Affectionate Friend
And Servant,
}0\ Wright.
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